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άhǳǊ Ǝƻŀƭ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴǘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ ς one in which individuals, communities, 
and our economy can adapt to changing conditions as well as withstand and rapidly 
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Who Developed the Community 

Resilience System?  

ÅCommunity and Regional 
Resilience Institute 
(CARRI) begun in 2007  

ïTo understand resilience 

ïTo determine what would  
help communities be  
more resilient  

ïTo develop system to   
help communities  
assess, improve, and  
be rewarded for resilience 

ïTo contribute to a national culture 
of resilience 

ÅCombination of practical 
community experience, 
research, and policy relevance 
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Framing Community Resilience  

Model:  Dr. Mary Ellen Hynes, DHS (2001); Blair Ross, ORNL; CARRI 2008 ©
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How Was the Community Resilience 

Knowledge Base Developed?  

ÅNetwork of national stakeholders 

ïMore than 150 organizations 

ïAll sectors 

ÅFederal, state, and local government 

ÅCity and County Administrators 

ÅNational nonprofits 

ÅPrivate Industry 

ÅFaith-based organizations 

ÅEconomic Development entities 

ÅNational Network of Researchers  

ÅThree Partner Communities 

īCharleston, SC Tri-County Region 

īGulfport, MS 

īMemphis/Shelby County, TN 

 

ÅThe Community Resilience 

Initiative (CRSI) 

ī1½ year effort to develop a 

practical Community 

Resilience System (CRS)  

īWorked with all levels of 

government and private sector 

īSpiral evolution  

ÅScience        experience 

feedback         adaptation 

īCreated structure, processes, 

tools in a web-enabled 

environment  

īDesigned to encourage, 

support, and reward 

community resilience 
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What Did the CRSI Produce?  

ÅA System  that provides 

practical and immediately 
useable tools and processes 
to assess, measure, improve 
and reward community and 
regional resilience 

ÅA Report describing the System, 

documenting its development, and 
providing recommendations 
to improve community resilience 
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What Does a Community Need to 

Improve Its Resilience?  

In order to improve resilience, 
communities need: 
ÅTo understand what community resilience 

means 

ÅTo assess where the community stands on 
a scale of resilience 

ÅTo make resilience improvements that can 
enhance daily function and make recovery 
more rapid and more certain 

ÅAccess to tools and processes that help  
our community reach a more  
resilient state 

ÅTangible rewards for their efforts 

A Community Resilience System provides practical and immediately 

useable resources and processes to assess, measure, improve, and 

reward community and regional resilience 


